
The Playbook areas span more than 4,000 feet of

elevation — from the high plains near Fountain to over

9,000 feet in Divide and Cripple Creek. Elevation shapes

snow, wind, heating bills, roofs, gardens and even how

long your pasta takes to cook.

This guide compares elevation and climate across all fifteen areas using NOAA

1991–2020 normals from three reference stations, plus the physics of living
higher up.

1 , 000 FE E T  C HA N GE S  T HE  HO U S E

Each step up the mountain adds snow load, heating

demand and wildfire rules, and shortens the growing
season. When comparing two homes at different

elevations, compare the operating costs, not just
the price.

4,000+ ft
ELEVATI ON RANGE
Fountain to Victor

111″
S NOW / YR ON THE PALMER
DI VI DE
Monument, NOAA 1991–2020

~250
FREEZI NG NI GHTS  /  YR
Florissant Fossil Beds

70%
S EA-LEVEL AI R PRES S URE
at 9,494 ft (Cripple Creek)

E LE VA T I O N  B Y A RE A  ( FE E T )

Fountain 5,546 ft

Security-Widefield 5,700 ft

Colorado Springs 6,035 ft

Manitou Springs 6,412 ft

Calhan & Ellicott 6,508 ft

Peyton 6,800 ft

Falcon 6,900 ft

Monument 6,975 ft

Palmer Lake 7,225 ft

Black Forest 7,400 ft

Cascade · GMF · Chipita Park 7,400 ft

Florissant 8,200 ft

Woodland Park 8,465 ft

Divide 9,165 ft

Cripple Creek & Victor 9,494 ft
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AREA BY AREA

What elevation means where you live.
Air pressure is a percentage of sea level from the standard-atmosphere formula; it’s a rough guide to how much

thinner the air feels. Water’s boiling point drops about 1°F per 500 feet.

AREA
ELEVAT ION
(FT ) CLIMAT E SET T ING

AIR PRESSU RE VS. SEA
LEVEL

WAT ER BOILS
AT REFERENCE NOAA STAT ION

Fountain 5,546 South plains edge 82% ~201°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Security-Widefield ~5,700 South plains edge 81% ~201°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Colorado Springs 6,035 Foothills city 80% ~200°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Manitou Springs 6,412 Foothills canyon 79% ~199°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Calhan & Ellicott 6,508 High plains 79% ~199°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Peyton ~6,800 High plains 78% ~198°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Falcon ~6,900 High plains 77% ~198°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Monument 6,975 Palmer Divide 77% ~198°F Monument (6,975 ft)

Palmer Lake 7,225 Palmer Divide
foothills

77% ~198°F Monument (6,975 ft)

Black Forest ~7,400 Palmer Divide forest 76% ~197°F Monument (6,975 ft)

Cascade · GMF · Chipita
Park

~7,400–
7,800

Ute Pass canyon 76% ~197°F Colorado Springs (6,035 ft)

Florissant ~8,200 High mountain valley 74% ~196°F Florissant Fossil Beds (8,402
ft)

Woodland Park 8,465 Mountain town 73% ~195°F Florissant Fossil Beds (8,402
ft)

Divide 9,165 High mountain 71% ~194°F Florissant Fossil Beds (8,402
ft)

Cripple Creek & Victor 9,494 High mountain 70% ~193°F Florissant Fossil Beds (8,402
ft)

Sources: Elevations: published figures (~ = approximate area average). Air pressure: U.S. Standard Atmosphere. Boiling point: approximate rule of thumb.
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THREE CLIMATES

Plains, divide and mountains.
NOAA 1991–2020 normals from the three reference stations used across the Playbook.

COLORAD O SPRINGS (6 ,035  FT ) MONU MENT  (6 ,9 75  FT ) FLORISSANT  FOSSIL BED S (8,402  FT )

January avg high / low 43° / 18° 41° / 16° 39° / 5°

July avg high / low 85° / 57° 82° / 53° 79° / 42°

Snowfall per year 39″ 111″ 59″

Precipitation per year 16.5″ 22.0″ 15.0″

Snowiest months March–April March–April March

Nights at or below freezing — — About 250 per year

S N O W W I N D C O LD  & S U N

Sources: NOAA NCEI 1991–2020 Monthly Normals (station USC00052965, Florissant Fossil Beds); Colorado Springs and Monument normals via usclimatedata.com. Wind and snow
patterns: general regional climatology.
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The Palmer Divide (Monument,
Palmer Lake, Black Forest) is the

snowiest part of the region by far

Spring storms in March and April

often bring the heaviest snow

City snow usually melts within days;
north-facing mountain driveways

hold ice for weeks

Spring is the windiest season
region-wide

The open plains east of Colorado

Springs (Falcon, Peyton, Calhan)

feel steadier wind and drifting snow

Foothill neighborhoods can see
strong downslope gusts during

winter wind events

Mountain nights are cold year-
round: Florissant averages a 42°

July low

Clear, dry air means big swings

between day and night

Sun at altitude is intense, even in
winter
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LIVING AT ALTITUDE

What changes for you and your house.
YO U R B O D Y YO U R K I T C HE N  & GA RD E N

YO U R HO U S E C OLORA DO YO U R C A R & C O MMU T E

C O MP A RE  LI K E  W I T H LI K E

When you look at homes at different elevations, ask the sellers for a year of heating bills and how they handle snow. Two homes at the

same price can cost very different amounts to live in.

STRATEGY OVER SCRIPT

Wondering how a home at 6,000 feet compares to
one at 9,000? Let’s walk through it.
Call or text 719-244-5264 · hello@claycaldwellrealtor.com · ClayCaldwellRealtor.com

UV guidance: World Health Organization. Altitude illness threshold: CDC Yellow Book. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This guide is general guidance, not legal, tax,
inspection or financial advice; hire licensed professionals for inspections and consult an attorney or tax advisor for your situation. Clay Caldwell is a real estate broker with Better
Homes and Gardens® Real Estate Kenney & Company. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. © 2026 Clay Caldwell Realtor.
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Drink more water, especially in your first weeks

Use sunscreen year-round — UV increases with elevation

(roughly 10% per 1,000 meters, per the WHO)

Altitude illness becomes more common above about 8,000
feet; take it easy the first few days

Alcohol hits harder at altitude

Baking needs high-altitude adjustments; water boils at about
200°F in Colorado Springs and 195°F in Woodland Park

Mountain growing seasons are short — frost is possible in
any month above 8,000 feet

Native, drought-tolerant plants and xeriscaping thrive; lawns

need more water

Higher snow-load and wind design requirements as you

climb

Bigger heating bills and longer heating seasons

UV fades paint, decks and roofs faster — budget for

maintenance

Dry air: humidifiers help, and wood floors and trim can shrink

All-wheel drive and good snow tires make a real difference
above the city

Monument Hill and Ute Pass can close briefly in storms

Engines make less power at altitude — expect slower climbs
when loaded
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